RETURN TO CONGRESS.

but the unwillingness to take action was so
great that Mr. Webster did not press his resolu-
tion to a vote. He had at the outset looked for
a practical result from his resolution, and had de-
sired the appointment of Mr. Everett as commis-
sioner, a plan in which he had been encouraged
by Mr. Calhoun, who had given him to under-
stand that the Executive regarded the Greek mis-
sion with favor. Before he delivered his speech
he became aware that Calhoun had misled him,
that Mr. Adams, the Secretary of State, con-
sidered Everett too much of a partisan, and that
the administration was wholly averse to any ac-
tion in the premises. This destroyed all hope of
a practical result, and made an adverse vote cer-
tain. The only course was to avoid a decision
and trust to what he said for an effect on public
opinion. The real purpose of the speech, however,
was achieved. Mr. Webster had exposed and de-
nounced the Holy Alliance as hostile to the liber-
ties of mankind, and had declared the unalterable
enmity of the United States to its reactionary
doctrines. The speech was widely read, not only
wherever English was spoken, but it was trans-
lated into all the languages of Europe, and was
circulated throughout South America. It increased
Mr. Webster's fame at home and laid the founda-
tion of his reputation abroad. Above all, it
stamped him as a statesman of a broad and na-
tional cast of mind.

